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Traction Owners Club Ltd

Traction Owners Club Limited
Registered Office: 58 St Augustine Road, 

Griffithstown, Pontypool, Gwent, NP4 5EZ

Unbelievably the AGM is now past, we are into December, the run up to Christmas and the Christ-
mas and New Year holidays has started and this is issue 15 of e-FP.

Fortunately the workaround to split the e-FP distribution list into ten separate mailing lists seems to 
have worked so thank you to all the Members who emailed last month to let me know that they had 
received their copy of the November newsletter.

If you are surprised to be receiving another e-FP from me the reason is that no one came forward at 
the AGM to take over from me as editor.  So rather than let the Membership down I have agreed to 
continue producing the newsletter and the magazine for a while whilst the committee makes alterna-
tive arrangements.

My usual plea is therefore repeated - please send me input for both the newsletter and the maga-
zine.  I’d be particularly pleased to receive any sort of technical article and 1930s to 1950s vintage 
material that might be new to Members (especially relatively new ones).

Finally may I wish you - on behalf of my wife, myself, the directors and all the committee members  
- a very Merry Christmas and a very healthy and prosperous New Year.

Your Club needs YOU

If it is to continue functioning properly the TOC is urgently in need of volunteers to take an active part 
in the running of various aspects of the Clubs operations.

General Secretary

John Ogborne has been the General Secretary for a number of years and at the 2008 AGM he in-
dicated that he would step down from the role at the 2009 AGM.  As no one came forward to take 
on the job John has agreed to continue doing the job until the 2010 AGM but has stated very clearly 
that he will not continue in the role after that date.  

The Club therefore urgently needs a volunteer to take over from John asap.  If you are interested in 
possibly taking on this very important role within the Club please contact John 0n 01749 675312   or 
by email at secretary@traction-owners.co.uk to find out what is involved.

Stand organiser - NEC Classic Motor Show

Mick & Moira Holmes, after more than seven years, have now stepped down as the organisers of 
the Club stand at the NEC each November.  Although they will assist who ever takes over from them 
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wherever possible they can no longer manage the stand themselves.

For their Swan Song Mick & Moira - in conjunction with the organisers of the CCC and 2CVGB 
stands - were awarded the prize for the ‘Best Large Club Stand’.    

So if you want the TOC to have a stand at the NEC Classic Motor Show next November you need 
to do something about it by volunteering to organise or help organise the event.

Editor

As you know, after three years in post, I have decided that a new editor with fresh ideas and enthu-
siasm should take over from me and I have therefore resigned as editor and from the committee.

If you have some time available, have an interest in working on an award-winning magazine and can 
use a computer why not volunteer some of your time to help?

Although I currently undertake the work on my own there is no reason why the job could not be un-
dertaken by a couple of people or even a small team of people working together.

If you are interested in discussing what’s involved email me or give me a ring.

TOC AGM - 29th November

Approximately sixty Members attended the AGM last Sunday - and fifty Members submitted proxy 
voting forms.

During the meeting the nominated directors and committee members were re-elected and after 
some considerable debate the two resolutions put forward by the committee were voted upon.  The 
resolution to print the TOCTech section of future editions of Floating Power in colour was passed 
with an overwhelming majority but the resolution to make available on the Members Only section 
of the website the details of all Members (who have agreed to their details being shared with other 
Members) was postponed until next year.

Graham Handley gave a presentation on the 2010 Annual Rally - which will be held in the North East 
at Alnwick - and it was confirmed that the 2011 Annual Rally will be held in Kent and the 2012 (or 
2013) Annual Rally will be held in Shropshire.  A decision will be taken nearer the time as to whether 
the 2012 Annual Rally should be held at the 2012 ICCCR in Yorkshire or whether a separate TOC 
Annual Rally will be held in Shropshire. 

At the end of the AGM Tony Latchford stood down after his year in office as Chairman and handed 
over the gavel to (for the first time in the Club’s history) a woman - Bev Oates - who will carry out the 
duties of Chairman of the committee throughout 2010.

A full report of the proceedings will appear soon in Floating Power. 

TOC Shop 

Barry Curtis, our Club Shop manager, would like to remind all Members about the suitability of 
the goods on offer in the shop as Christmas presents, and would specifically like Members to know 
that he has 4 pairs of Traction Cuff links and 3 copies of the Andre Lefebrve book available @ £11.99 
and £17.99 respectively plus P&P.  As stocks are strictly limited please contact Barry asap at club-
shop@traction-owners.co.uk



Paypal 

The TOC now has a Paypal account which can be used to pay for goods from the Club Shop, or for 
spares from the Club Spares operation or even for Membership renewal.

To send a Paypal payment to the TOC please use the account/email address PayPal@traction-
owners.co.uk .  The charges that the TOC incurs if you send your payment via Paypal are similar to 
the charges incurred if you pay via your credit card but the process is much easier for the Club as 
the money you send goes straight into the Club’s bank account. 

Arras DVDs

If you attended the 75-4-75 in Arras in July and would now like the DVD contact Bernie Shaw (01933 
274382 or president@traction-owners.co.uk).   Bernie has just 8 copies left of the 20 that he ob-
tained from France earlier this month.  The cost is £19.25 each if you want them sent to you by first 
class post or £20 if you prefer them sending by a “signed for” service (both prices apply to the UK 
only, for European or Worldwide postage costs please enquire).

Other News
Is the Government planning to sell off British Waterways’ property portfolio?
 
Roger Prior has forwarded the following message from Clive Henderson, National Chairman of 
the Inland Waterways Association: ‘You may know about the media speculation that the Govern-
ment intends to include the British Waterways’ property portfolio as a component of the £16bn asset 
sale.
 
The Government has made no announcements and is steadfastly refusing to be drawn on the sub-
ject.
 
We have been using this period of silence as a window of opportunity to lobby Ministers.  We have 
orchestrated a political lobby in both the Commons and latterly the Lords to pressurise Government, 
and have briefed radio and national TV, using an array of reasons to support the argument that a 
sale would be in no-one’s interest.
 
We stand the best chance of preventing this sale if the Government can be persuaded not to do so, 
during this period of Ministerial silence. Whilst no announcements have been made, it is easier for 
Government to back away as it involves no public reversal of policy.
 
However, an e-petition has appeared on the 10 Downing Street website;
 
http://petitions.number10.gov.uk/protectourcanals/
 
IWA supports the statements in the petition. The worst outcome now that this is in the public domain, 
would be if this petition receives scant support. That might give Ministers the impression that there 
are few waterways supporters who care very much about the issue. On the other hand, if it is well 
supported, the Government, this close to an election, is very sensitive to actions it might take which 
may lose votes, and would probably take notice.
 
I am therefore urging you to sign up to this petition - if you agree with it, and ask that you encourage 
everyone that you know, to also sign up. 
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We need more signatures than our membership, or even the total number of boaters in the UK – So 
please ask all of your colleagues, friends and family and e-mailable contacts to help us today! – and 
ask them to pass this message on as well - we need all of the UK to know about this and to respond 
on line .
 
The future of the waterways could depend on your actions today – Please act, and pass this mes-
sage on.”

Switching to Electric Cars could speed Climate Change
 
If you are one of the people who believes that Climate Change is a result of mans activity and not 
part of a natural cycle of change you may be interested in the following report from the Environmen-
tal Transport Association which provides carbon-neutral breakdown cover and insurance products, 
encourages responsible driving to reduce carbon and campaigns for sustainable transport (see 
www.eta.co.uk) 

The idea that a wholesale switch to electric cars would automatically reduce CO2 emissions and 
dependence on oil is one of a number of myths dispelled by a major new report conducted on behalf 
of the Environmental Transport Association (ETA).

The report found that whilst there were significant potential environmental benefits to be had from 
a switch to electric vehicles, these were wholly dependent on changes in the way electricity was 
generated, energy taxed and CO2 emissions regulated. 

For example, under the current EU emissions trading system, sales of electric cars are likely to re-
sult in higher overall CO2 emissions and oil consumption.

Director at the ETA, Andrew Davis, said: “Whilst the report is not intended to dampen enthusiasm 
for electric vehicles, their introduction should not be viewed as a panacea; significant changes to the 
way we produce and tax power are needed before we will reap any benefits.”

Key findings of report:

Performance
Electric cars powered by wind or solar energy are obviously superior, but if the electricity comes 
from coal, hybrids perform better.

Price
There is potential for improvement in performance and reduction of costs in the medium term, but 
not enough to suggest electric cars could compete head-on with conventional vehicles within the 
next two decades.

CO2 emissions
The EU emissions trading system implies that plug-in electric cars would not increase CO2 emissions 
because the power sector is covered by the scheme. If this trading scheme remains unchanged, 
sales of electric cars are likely to result in higher overall CO2 emissions and oil consumption.

Popularity
Low running costs of electric vehicles would lead to extra demand for car transport and make neces-
sary the taxation of electricity. On-board metering of electricity use would be a key requirement.

National Grid
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Even if the National Grid has the capacity and the basic infrastructure to meet the needs of electric 
cars, the new demand patterns they will create may mean greater use of coal and nuclear power.

Recommendations made by the report:
It unlikely that electric vehicles will number more than 25% of new sales by 2050, but in order to 
speed the uptake of the technology and manage the transition, the report recommends the following 
three measures:

Stringent CO2 standards for cars
The most certain way to promote electric-powered transport is to tighten long-term CO2 standards 
for cars to 80 g/km by 2020 and 60 g/km by 2025 whilst at the same time increasing fuel taxes. 
A lack of stringent CO2 standards removes the main incentive for motor industry to invest in electri-
fication. Road tax exemption and grants for electric cars should be abolished; electric cars must be 
rewarded for their energy efficiency, not for moving emissions from exhaust pipes to power station 
chimneys.

Quantity and quality of electricity used in electric cars must be measured. On-board metering of the 
amount of electricity will be critical in order to manage and regulate demand for electric vehicles.

The power sector has to be de-carbonised Existing loopholes in the Emissions Trading Scheme 
need to be closed and the cap further tightened.

 You write
Route National 7

David Boyd has forwarded a link to a website that has extremely interesting footage of the start of 
the annual French holidays, probably in the late fifties or early sixties, captured on the ‘route to the 
sun’ the RN7.  You can view the video by pasting the following URL into your browser:

http://www.ina.fr/economie-et-societe/environnement-et-urbanisme/video/AFE03006780/departs-
en-vacances-sur-la-nationale-7.fr.html
 
Cylinder Head Problems

Bernie Shaw wrote to say that “Your gasket/water experience reminds me of my problem in 2007 
(recounted somewhere in a President’s Ponderings of the time) although it was different in that I 
was forced to take the head off again to rectify a sticking valve so I had no sudden leak as you had.  
I fitted a new gasket even though the removed one had sealed perfectly and had only been run for 
a couple of hours but water filled the pots and sump within minutes!  I have never previously found 
it necessary to “over-torque” the head bolts however, in panic, I did so at that point - without any im-
provement in seal.  I felt there could be no possible explanation other than the gasket so I changed 
it again!  When I fitted the next joint I was meticulous in the operation and it was tightened exactly to 
spec.   It has not lost a drop of water since.  
 
With my professional hat on I examined the “failed” gasket minutely but found nothing that should 
have led to the absolutely catastrophic water leak I had experienced.  My only thought is that one of 
the internal shims, designed to add strength and/or increase clamp-load in certain critical areas, had 
been omitted or misplaced - but I decided not to destroy it to find out.  Despite all my training I have 
kept the old gasket thinking that I might yet be tempted to retry it with increased torque if I ever get 
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caught without a new spare ...... which reminds me of the definition of a gasket, learned during my 
induction with Payen in the ‘60s: 
 
Gasket - something which is removed from an engine and then hung on the garage wall for ever”.

Noel Davidson wrote  “Having read today’s e-FP regarding your coolant ingress to the sump, I 
have encountered the same problem which set off as the paper gasket curling up as the liners were 
offered into the cyl block and only manifested itself after the engine rebuild and initial start up. That 
was cured by fitting plastic gaskets that couldn’t turn up under the liners. 
 
The car was road tested and ran well for some 1000 miles and then, when checking the oil level, the 
level was well up above the line, drained the sump and about a pint of water came out ahead of the 
oil. Back to the drawing board!
 
A fellow retired mechanic happened to call round for a coffee and natter and two heads are certainly 
better than one, lots of thought, the head was still tight down at 46 ft/lbs torque, the rocker cover was 
off and my friend happened to pick up a rag and started to clean the oil off below the rockers.

As he pushed the rag into one of the core plugs to clean out the oil, up came a small bubble of water! 
Bingo, the core plug in the cyl head was the culprit, the face side of the plug looked fine, nice and 
shiny, due to it being constantly bathed in oil, underneath, facing the water jacket, the plug had just 
corroded away nice and quietly.  All the core plugs in the cyl head were renewed, an hours work, and 
the car now runs like a Swiss watch. 

The moral is if the cyl head core plugs have been in for the last 10 years, throw them over the near-
est dyke and fit new.”

Tailpiece

David Russel writes from the US of A in response to the tailpiece stories in November’s e-FP 
saying : “Enjoyed the tailpiece stories.  Idiocy of the sort you illustrate is nothing new.  Decades 
ago my father was rushed to the hospital in NYC with bleeding ulcers.  While on the gurney being 
wheeled in, the intake nurse asked for his information including full name.  He gave her his first and 
last name and when she asked for his middle name he told her he didn’t have one.  All of his records 
from that hospital visit had his name as Alfred None Russel !!

Not all the nurses were like that. My father had contracted Hepatitis from one of the blood transfu-
sions and between that and the ulcer removal surgery it was not clear if he was going to survive.  
For some reason I think my father said the nurse was Canadian, but in any event, a nurse came in 
to give him a sponge bath and announced “Mr. Russel, I’m here to bathe you and I’ll wash down as 
far as possible, then I’ll wash up as far as possible, and YOU will wash possible.”  When my father 
laughed at that she said that if he could laugh at this joke he was going to recover just fine.  She was 
right, he did recover and he always enjoyed telling her story.”

James Yeats 

Many Members will undoubtedly remember our last Social Secretary, James Yeats, who was tragi-
cally killed in a road accident in July 2007 just three months after leading a group of TOC Members 
on the Gibraltar Rally. 

Steve Reed has contacted me to say:  “I was chatting with Alex Yeats the other day and she com-
mented on how few photographs she has of Jim and/or the family Yeats at any of the TOC functions. 
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As a surprise for her, I would like to put together a collage of any photographs that members might 
have taken in the past of Jim, Alex or their family. I want it to be a surprise, so please no one tell her 
and if you have any photos, please send them directly to me.”

If you have any photographs would you please email them to Steve at Stevejreed@aol.com or if 
they are printed post them to him at 1 Terwick Cottage, Rogate, Nr Petersfield, Hampshire GU31 
5EG.

One last ‘Hurrah’ for Citroën - 20th December 2009

A number of Members have contacted me regarding an idea posted on the GMT forum for one last 
‘Hurrah’ for the Traction Avant before its 75th anniversary finished at the end of the year.

The proposal is that Traction owners around the world unite for one last “hurrah” on Sunday Decem-
ber 20th 2009 by taking their Tractions out and taking pictures of their car against a special backdrop 
such as a monument or landmark of their location or region.  The objective is to create a pictorial 
record of Tractions everywhere in the world celebrating the Traction Avant together.

The 20th December has been chosen as a symbolic date, since it was on December 21st, 1934, that 
André Citroën saw his dream come to an end with his company being put into judiciary bankruptcy.  

Before taking your photographs please download and print the little poster (shown below) and place 
it on your windshield or window so it is visible when you photograph your car.  The poster can be 
downloaded from : http://www.traction.fr/affichette_75ans.jpg.

Once you have your photographs please send them by email - with a commentary on the history of 
the car, or some impressions of the day or an anecdote - to  info@traction.fr  with the words: ‘One 
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Last Hurrah’ in the subject line of your email.   Please try to keep each photo to a maximum of 4 
megabytes if possible.

All the photographs received will be included in an album of memories on the http://www.traction.fr 
website to remind everyone for a long time of the fantastic 2009 celebrations of the Citroën Traction 
Avant.

All the instructions that you need to follow are now available (in English) at : http://www.traction.fr 

Proposed visit to the CITROËN CONSERVATOIRE - June 2010

David Conway of the Citroën Car Club is organising a visit to the Citroen Conservatoire in Paris 
in June 2010 and is inviting Members of the TOC and of 2CVGB to join in.  He needs to know asap 
the numbers of people who will attend so that he can liaise with the factory.  If you are interested in 
joining the visit please contact David by email at international-liaison@citroencarclub.org.uk or 
CITBOOKSANDDVD@bigfoot.com or cv2@uktoy.com  

Harriman State Park - November 2009

Thanks to Mark Gluck for the following photograph of two 15/6s and an XK120 enjoying a weekend 
visit to the Hudson Valley Castles and Seven Lakes Drive in Harriman State Park.

90 years of CITROËN

Den Hewitt wrote to inform Members that Auto Express magazine is publishing a 90 years of Cit-
roën article sometime in December (maybe 16th). The cars featured are a Legere, a 2CV, a frog eye 
DS, an SM and the new DS.

Photographs of the TOC stand at the NEC in November wanted

Via the HELPLINE Mick Holmes has received a request from Julian Marsh of Citroenet for photo-
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graphs of the TOC stand at the recent Classic Motor Show at the NEC for the Citroenet website.  
Apparently Julian’s camera was misbehaving on the day and out of more than 100 pictures that he 
took only 2 are usable.  If anyone can help out with photographs of the TOC stand would they please 
email them to Julian at julianmarsh@me.com 

Length of a Light 15 

Dr Yves Haft wrote to say that the length of his Light 15 is exactly the same as the height of a 
Routemaster bus at 46 standard Weetabix units.

December Events
Peak Section - 6th December lunch at The Holly Bush, Makeney, Derbyshire.  Please ring 
Bev Oates if you are planning to attend.  

Surrey, Hampshire & Sussex Borders Section - 20th December Christmas Lunch at 
the Barley Mow, West Horsley, Surrey.  Pre-booked attendees only.  Please ring Helen Shelley for 
further information.

Scotland Section - 6th December pre-Christmas Lunch & get together at the Feugh-Side Inn 
on the B976 Banchory - Aboyne Road (about 6 miles west of Banchory).  Please ring Andy Burnett 
on 013398 86290 if you are planning to go.

One last Hurrah for the Traction Avant - 20th December at a venue of your choice. 

TOC Classifieds
Citroën Traction Avant 11 & 15 CV for beginners.  Daniel Eberli’s book covering the 
workings, purchase, operation, driving, maintenance and modernising of the Traction Avant is now 
available in English (having been translated from its original German). The 80 page, full colour book 
is presented in a ring-binder format for easy use and covers topics such as how the braking, igni-
tion and carburation work, advice on the required tools with greasing diagrams and electrical circuit 
drawings and advice on how to upgrade the standard car to 12v and on how to fit auxiliary gauges 
and heating.  Details of the book, which can be purchased on-line, can be found on Daniel’s website 
at http://www.tractionavant.ch/Shop/RepbrochureE/RepbookAd03.htm and costs 40 euros (Europe) 
or 45 euros (Rest of the world) inclusive of packing and postage.  Daniel can be contacted by tel-
ephone on +41 52 319 25 17 or by email at eberlid@swissonline.ch

TOC Quick Links
TOC website: 				    www.traction-owners.co.uk
TOC spares hotline email: 			  spares@traction-owners.co.uk
TOC helpline email: 			   helpline@traction-owners.co.uk
TOCtech email: 				    toctech@traction-owners.co.uk
TOC membership email: 			   membership@traction-owners.co.uk
TOC magazine email: 			   editor@traction-owners.co.uk
Nicholas Greene’s TA Forum: 		  http://tractionavant.forumcircle.com/portal.php 
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Oliver de Serres’ 
videos of the Traction:  			   http://uk.youtube.com/watch?v=nxrI-vvDMWE 
                                                      	 http://uk.youtube.com/watch?v=sNK-nfL0skE
                                                      	 http://uk.youtube.com/watch?v=svVchPE6Zi0
Classic French numberplates: 		  http://www.classic-number-plate.com/french-classic-		
						      plates.html
Cliff Sykes’ video of 
the 2009 TOC Annual Rally :		  http://www.traction-owners.co.uk/social/2009/Float-In-		
						      Power/2009AnnualRallyvideo.htm
Club Belge des Anciennes Citroën:	 www.cbac.be
video of RN7 with holiday traffic:		  http://www.ina.fr/economie-et-societe/environnement-et-	
						      urbanisme/video/AFE03006780/departs-en-vacances-		
						      sur-la-nationale-7.fr.html

Tailpiece
And to finish - another little tale from Robin Dyke:

A guy was driving around Dublin when he saw a sign in front of a house - ‘Talking Dog for Sale.’
 
He rang the bell and the owner told him the dog was in the backyard. 

The guy went into the backyard and saw a Labrador sitting there.
 
‘You talk?’ he asked.
 
‘Yep,’ the Labrador replied.
 
‘So, what’s the story?’
 
The Labrador looked up and said, “Well, I discovered that I could talk when I was pretty young. As I 
wanted to help the government I told the Garda about my gift and in no time at all they had me jetting 
from country to country, sitting in rooms with spies and world leaders.

Because no one figured a dog would be eavesdropping I was one of their most valuable spies for 
eight years running.  
 
But the jetting around really tired me out, and I knew I wasn’t getting any younger so I decided to 
settle down.  I signed up for a job at the airport to do some undercover security wandering near sus-
picious characters and listening in.  I uncovered some incredible dealings and was awarded a batch 
of medals. I got married, had a load of puppies, and now I’m just retired.”
 
Amazed the guy went back in to the house and asked the owner what he wanted for the dog.
 
‘Ten euros.’ the man said.
 
‘Ten euros? This dog is amazing. Why on earth are you selling him so cheap?’
 
‘Because he’s a liar. He never did any of those things’ the owner replied.
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